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fortunate that the complete text has never been
published.
While the enquiry was being carried out by the
League of Nations, Sir Eric Drummond received
an interesting Memorandum on slavery which in-
cluded some striking facts, given on the authority
of the French Government, of the existence of
slavery in different forms in Abyssinia, The
French Government stated that there are two
customary methods of obtaining slaves in Abyssinia,
Some are carried off by Mussulman slave-dealers,
but, said the French Government, a number of
slaves are handed over to the higher Abyssinian
authorities by minor native chiefs, in payment of
taxes. In the case of the Mussulman traders, the
transaction is nearly always secret, and is generally
" concealed under the fiction of a gift/* At the
time the French Memorandum was prepared, it;
was believed that open slave-markets were dis-
appearing, but the French Government said,
quoting M. Montandon, that Djimma and
Goreh are still the starting-points of convoys of
slaves for the interior and the coast. As to th**
destination of the slaves, the French Governmen\
remarked:
" Not all the slaves in the countries mentioned above
are sent to the court or to the chiefs or soldiers of Shoa*
Some of them, generally of the Goreh, tribe, are sent to
Tigre, and particularly to Wollo by conductors of caravans
coming from these districts with loads of salt to the